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Lake Planning - Managing for Beauty  
    Lake Planning is not just making technical measure-
ments and using science to target values. That was one 
view of lake plans. Simply measure total phosphorus in 
the water, then make a plan to hold that measurement be-
low a particular value. Lakes were considered unaccept-
able when over-fertilized and thus overgrown with algae 
and other aquatic plants.
    When nutrient input is too high, the easiest nutrient to 
control is phosphorus. Easiest because excess phospho-
rus usually comes from human activity, particularly septic 
waste. So the capacity of a lake for development was 
measured by its total phosphorus and lake plans were 
seen as mechanical plans to reduce phosphorus input. It 
was so simple that there was talk of ‘templates’ that would 
let one lake plan be copied to many other lakes.
    And there was the belief that a lake plan was a simple 
document with some maps; it could be made and would 
be done. A lake plan was not seen as a ‘living” document 
with many parts and the need for continued planning, ad-
ditions and changes.
    A different view is that a lake management plan con-
siders, and plans to manage, many variables. This view 
recognizes that the main objective of a Lake Management 
Plan is the satisfaction of the lake’s users. While maintain-
ing normal lake processes, the plan includes more com-
plex variables such as beauty. 
     We all have our own idea of beauty, so managing for 
beauty is not simple. But it must be considered in a Lake

           
 

by Gray Merriam

The Spring Peeper
     The chorus of Spring Peepers is the great overture to spring in 
the wetlands surrounding Kennebec Lake. The deafening sound of 
thousands of frogs peeping in unison suggests that these indica-
tor species of environmental health are doing well. 
     These tan-coloured tree frogs are only about 2 to 3 cm long 
and blend in so well with their surroundings that many people have 
never seen them. Their distinguishing feature is a large X on their 
back. 
     Spring Peepers live in woodlands. Because they are able to 
withstand freezing temperatures, peepers are among the first 
amphibians to breed in spring. They migrate to pools and marshes 
as soon as the snow melts.  Here, the territorial males issue the 
calls while females search for a suitable mate.  
                         
 
     They lay up to 800 eggs which they attach to underwater veg-
etation.  Within a week, the tiny tadpoles emerge and spend the 
next 45 to 60 days foraging on algae and other small plants.  Most 
fall prey to aquatic insects, turtles, birds and snakes.   
                     

A Message from the President...
     The arrival of spring has again presented us 
with a sense of renewal and anticipation for the 
promise of happy times ahead with family and 
friends.
     Permanent Kennebecers have enjoyed the 
earlier onset of Daylight Saving Time, snowbirds 
have returned from warmer climes and seasonal 
residents are engaged in the rituals of ‘opening 
up’ the old place for the summer season.
     The KLA Executive has been engaged in 
planning for the new season but I cannot em-
phasize enough that our success as an Associa-
tion depends upon the involvement and support 
of everyone.
     We would welcome your assistance in what-
ever form you care to provide and we certainly 
would like to hear your ideas and thoughts 
regarding the future of our Lake and the com-
munity.
     Welcome back everyone and happy spring to 
all of us! 

    By June, miniature peepers begin to leave their 
watery cradle to take up residence in the wood-
lands around our cottages. Here, they feed on small 
invertebrates until fall when they need to seek 
refuge from the winter under the forest litter.   

by Bea Heissler

Management Plan. The aesthetic value of a sunset against 
a skyline treed with pines can not be measured. Nor can 
we measure the difference in the beauty of a lakeside cliff 
with, and without, California-style cottages built on stilts.
    How do we measure the attractiveness of a lakeshore 
crowded to the edge with buildings compared to a shore 
with natural vegetation hiding the buildings? Too much 
artificial light or noise destroys beauty for many. Too much 
aquatic vegetation may not appeal to some. Others see 
clear blue water as a sign of a sick ecological system 
that is not beautiful. A little “scum” on the water floating 
on trapped bubbles ceases to be ugly “scum” when you 
recognize that those bubbles are oxygen produced by 
photosynthesis. 
   A football-sized colony of bryozoans on a stick along the 
shore is repulsive if you don’t know what it is. When you 
do, you know it indicates a healthy aquatic system - an-
other form of beauty.
    Yes, beauty is integral to lake management planning, 
and beauty reflects many variables. One-size-fits-all lake 
plans are unlikely to work. Both lakes and their people are 
too variable. Lake planning is an ongoing process and 
Lake Management Plans need to be living documents. 
Additional chapters and revisions will be needed as time 
goes on. People’s desires change, the lake changes, 
capability to manage variables changes. As our under-
standing increases, our view of what is beautiful will 
change.   

Terry Kennedy



                 KLA Executive 2007
President:  Terry Kennedy.........................335-3606
Past President:  Bill Van Vugt...................335-2082
1st Vice-President:  Judy Kennedy...........335-3606
2nd Vice-President:  John Duchene.........335-3567
Secretary:  Carol Caunce.........................335-2084
Treasurer:  Bruce Caunce........................335-2084
Lake Steward:  Aileen Merriam.................335-3589
Members-At-Large:
Rochelle Cahoon, Noreen Dertinger, Keith Feasey, 
Greg Morris, Jack Nicolson, Jack Patterson,               

Ed Swain, Debbie or Terry Trojek, Mike Wise

Some Recreation Activities around Arden
In the Arden Community Centre:
     Arden Seniors “Happy Gang”
          1st Tuesday each month - 11 a.m.
  contact Jack Patterson - 335-3469
    Glee Club:  Tuesday afternoons - 1 p.m.
  contact Helen Praskey - 335-2486

In Sharbot Lake High School:
      Volleyball:  Monday evenings - 7 p.m.
       contact Rick Greenstreet - 279-1962

 Line Dancing:  Monday mornings - 9:30 a.m.
            contact Rosemary Wadham - 335-2893
 Dancercize:  Tuesday mornings - 9 a.m.
            contact Gloria Smiley - 335-2188
 Tai Chi:  Wednesday mornings 
          -Beginners 9:15 a.m. -Veterans 10 a.m. 
 contact Helen Praskey - 335-2486
 Euchre:  Tuesday evenings - 7:30 p.m.
 contact Jim Kirkland - 335-2604
 T.O.P.S.:  Wednesday evenings - 6:30 p.m.
 contact Carol Patterson- 335-3469
 

Drinking Water Testing

The Ontario Ministry of Health provides free test-
ing of drinking water. In this area testing is done by 
the Kingston Regional Health Laboratory. Sample 
bottles are available from your local Health Unit. 
Samples are accepted at the following times:

Sharbot Lake:   279-2151
     Tuesday only  8:30 - 11:50 a.m.
Cloyne:   336-8989
     Wednesday only 8:30 - 11:00 a.m.
Kingston:   549-1232
     Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
     Friday   8:30 a.m. - noon 

                                                

Most of our readers use the Arden or the Mountain Grove 
Branches of the Kingston Frontenac Public Library - cards are 
free from the librarians. If you are a seasonal resident you can 
get a card simply by showing the librarian a copy of your prop-
erty tax bill to confirm your resident status. Once you have your 
card, you can borrow books from any Branch, and can order 
books via the internet to be delivered to your preferred Branch.

 Arden Branch (613) 335-2570
 Community Centre - 5998 Arden Road
 Tuesday          2 - 6 p.m.
 Thursday         5 - 8 p.m.
 Friday*          10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
       *from July 6 to August 31
 Saturday    10 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
 

 Mountain Grove Branch (613) 335-5360
 Old School - 1455 Mountain Grove Road
 Tuesday          2 - 5 p.m.
 Wednesday     5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
 Friday*             2 - 5 p.m.
      *except from July 6 to August 31
 Saturday   12:30 - 2:30 p.m.
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Traps which attract male gypsy moths are again 
available through the Nicolson’s at 335-2845. 
Traps should be purchased by June l5 to be ef-
fective. These traps are useful to indicate areas 
of high gypsy moth populations; they are not 
designed to control moth populations over areas 
larger than cottage lots. Ask about their 
effective range. 

Gypsy Moth Trapswww.kennebeclake.ca
     Our website has continued to grow and has undergone a 
major redesign. Visits to the website remain steady. We con-
tinue to look for input regarding content or features you would 
like to see included.
     Look to the website for upcoming activities that may not be 
in the Newsletter, due to timing.
     Please visit www.kennebeclake.ca and send feedback and 
suggestions to the webmaster@kennebeclake.ca.

Book Worms Please Note

Public Library Hours

                **   ARDEN DUMP CLOSED  **
Central Frontenac council closed the waste disposal 
site on the Arden Road in April 2007. 
    By the time you read this newsletter, the nearest loca-
tion for your recyclables and refuse will be the Olden site. 
Located on the Olden Park Road, off Highway 7 at #27129, 
the Olden site is 8.5 km. east of the Henderson/Arden Road 
intersection. Look for the Ball Park sign!
     Watch for details, including hours of operation, that will 
be sent to you directly from Central Frontenac.

Remedy from W. F. Wood, chemist at Humboldt State University, Arcata, 
California, printed in The New York Times.            

          A Recipe for De-Skunking
1)Mix together: 1 quart 3% hydrogen peroxide; 1/4 cup sodium 
bicarbonate (baking soda); 1 teaspoon liquid detergent.
2) Bathe affected pet (or person) with this liquid.
3) After 5 minutes, rinse with water. Repeat if necessary.
Use mixture immediately after mixing. DO NOT STORE IN A 
CLOSED CONTAINER. Oxygen gas is released which could 
break the container. CAUTION: May also result in bleaching.

by Judy Kennedy



Mark your calendars....
Flowers that Bloom in the Spring...
    Come out and see what ‘spring beauties’ appear in early June in the woods near you. Native woodland wildflowers 
bloom briefly while the sun reaches the forest floor, then disappear for another year.
    Wear comfortable clothes and mosquito protection. Bring your wildflower guide if you have one. Children welcome 
accompanied by an adult.
When: Saturday 2 June 2007  2 pm.      Where: Merriam’s, 1309 Blue Heron Ridge  
Information: Aileen Merriam, 613 335-3589

Kennebec Critters...*
    Bring your children or grandchildren for a fun morning searching the shoreline for hidden life. Led by Bill Van Vugt, we 
will look for dragonfly nymphs, backswimmers, whirlagig beetles and other cool inhabitants of the ‘Ribbon of Life’ along 
the shore. Some activity will be in the water; parents/grandparents must stay with their children. Footwear suitable to 
wading among rocks and vegetation would help. If you have a net or a small magnifying glass, please bring it.
When: Saturday, 18 August 2007  10 am.    Where: McCourt’s, 1681 Blue Heron Ridge
Information, registration: Bill Van Vugt, 613 335-2082       *Held only if 6 children pre-registered; maximum 12.

“Docktalk” Community Workshop...
     An opportunity to learn more about waterfront living and cottaging with FOCA’s Docktalk representative. (See p.5)
When:  Saturday 11 August, 2007  10 am.   Where:  Kennebec Recreation Hall,  Arden
Information:  Aileen Merriam, 613 335-3589

KLA Annual General Meeting...  
    Bring your family and friends to the Kennebec Lake Association AGM. Learn what’s been happening over the last 
year. Elect next year’s Executive; tell them what you want them to focus on in 2007/2008. View exhibits from various lo-
cal organizations related to you and your Lake. Visit with your neighbours from around the lake.
When:   Saturday 26 August 2006                       Where: Kennebec Recreation Hall, Arden

Friends of the Salmon River Lecture Series and AGM
    Richard Lindgren, lawyer with the Canadian Environmental Law Association, recently helped local volunteer groups 
prevent the expansion of the Richmond Dump north of Napanee. He will talk about ‘The Power of Volunteer Groups’. 
    View Booths and Displays; get water quality data interpreted for you; learn about mineral rights, local claims, etc.
When:     18 August  2007             AGM: 1:30   Richard Lindgren: 2:30            Where: Wesleyan Church, Roblin

by Aileen Merriam 3*Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations

FOCA* Promotes Gardening with Native Plants
       At FOCA’s Spring Seminar in Toronto a major topic was the importance of working with native plants, especially 
for those of us fortunate to live on the waterfront. The engaging speaker was Lorraine Johnson, author of books and 
articles on gardening with native plants, including: Grow Wild: Native-Plant Gardening in Canada and Northern 
United States Random House Canada. She defines native plants as those existing here before European settlement. 
She says we should “look to the wild” and notice what grows in undisturbed habitats. Many beautiful field guides exist 
that can help us learn if the plants in which we are interested are native to our environment.        
     Why is it important to use native plants? Lorraine emphasized that many NON-natives are very destructive. We 
know purple loosestrife is invasive. But did you know the common cattails that today dominate most wetlands are Eur-
asian exotics, introduced well over 100 years ago? Or that the ground cover, periwinkle (Vinca), has taken over acres of 
woodlands in Muskoka? Garlic mustard not only invades the habitat of native plants, but also produces a chemical that 
inhibits their germination. Lorraine says that we must be very careful what we plant. Before bringing any plant into the 
countryside, ask yourself “Will this plant harm the environment? Is it invasive? Will it destroy or take over the habitats of 
our beautiful native plants?”
        Lorraine Johnson listed positive reasons for using native trees, shrubs and wildflowers. They have adapted to their 
environment over the ages, so they are tough, independant and require almost no maintenance. They do not need pes-
ticides or machinery that uses carbon fuel. They do not need extra water once they are established. Importantly, native 
plants need no extra fertilizers (a plus for our lakes where fertilizers accelerate the aging process). 
        Most important, according to Lorraine, is that they are beautiful. She demonstrated this point with images of native 
plants that work well in shaded woodlands, in wetlands, in sunlit meadows and along our shorelines. She believes that 
less formal native plant landscapes help us to learn more about and appreciate our ‘home place’ and are much more 
attractive than urban-style gardening. 
        Want to learn more? Come out with me on June 2 for a look at wild flowers that bloom in the spring (see above), 
or visit the small native wildflower garden behind the Recreation Hall in Arden.



Opening Day for Bass - 2007

                                       In 2007 the Bass Fishing   
    Season will open on June 23. 

Before that date, please do not cast or troll along 
shorelines or shoals up to 6 feet in depth. Avoid using 
bass lures or live bait anywhere that bass 
may be spawning or guarding their 
young.     Do not swim too close 
to bass nest areas or run boats over them.

The future of bass stocks in Kennebec Lake could 
well depend on your actions today!

EMERGENCY?   DIAL  9-1-1 4

   

Book Review 
The Salmon River Watershed: Jewel of Eastern 
Ontario  Friends of the Salmon River, Tamworth ON 2006    
ISBN:0978121600   Edited by Milly Ristvedt

 Anyone who has visited or even traveled through 
the Salmon River watershed, which has its headwaters 
south-east of Bon Echo Provincial Park and drains into 
Lake Ontario near Shannonville, is aware of the beautiful 
landscapes that can be seen. Kennebec Lake, situated in 
the upper Salmon watershed, is its second largest lake. 
 In 2005, the Friends of the Salmon River organized 
a bus tour of the watershed with a running commentary. A 
booklet was prepared, giving the highlights of the ecology, 
geology and history of the area.
 This original manuscript was developed into a book, 
complete with colour illustrations. Key contributors were: 
Gray Merriam on ecology, Dugald Carmichael on geology 
and Michael Rehner on history. John Duchene wrote a 
new chapter on Watershed Communities and a section on 
art and poetry was organized by Nathalie Sorensen. The 
book is easy to read with clearly written text presented in a 
language that is understandable by all. 
 The book is short, roughly 100 pages, and I was 
able to read the entire text within a few hours. I enjoyed 
it and was sorry to come to the end. Most importantly, I 
learned about some of the key ecological, geological and 
historical highlights of the area before I went on the Salmon 
River bus tour. John Duchene’s chapter allowed me to bet-
ter appreciate the small towns through which we passed. 
I even learned that Tamworth has its very own bookstore, 
albeit only open from May to mid-October.
 Whether or not you plan to take part in the 2007 
bus tour, I highly recommend that you obtain a copy of this 
book, which is still available locally at the Arden Store or the 
Sharbot Lake Pharmacy for $15. (Very few copies are left.) 
The Friends of the Salmon River have also made copies 
available at our local libraries.

by Noreen Dertinger

2007 Taxes - Central Frontenac                      by Mike Wise
 

LOON PLATFORMS
     As noted in the Winter Newsletter, our two loon nest plat-
forms have been ‘adopted’ by Si Tucker (335- 2289) and 
Greg Morris in the west end and Bill VanVugt  (335-2082) 
and Peter Smiley in the east end.
     Please help them to protect the platforms by encourag-
ing your friends and other visitors to respect the need to 
keep a good distance from them.
      Please also give our loons enough room to swim and 
fish and, we hope some day, to raise some chicks.
  

    Land O’ Lakes  ARTS BY THE LAKE
  4-5 August, 2007
      Visual and performance artists living or working in the 
Land O’ Lakes Tourist region will have a new showcase 
for their works on this summer weekend in Sharbot Lake.
      Watch for information about this initiative brought to 
us by BridesMill Studio, Sunsets Day Resort and The 
Land O’ Lakes Tourist Association.
      Interested artists should contact 613 375-8313 or 
email susan@bridesmill.com

 
     Our new council is clearly cognizant of the taxpayers ability to pay. From the outset of this year’s budget discussions, 
they were determined that the taxes paid by the average property owner would increase no more than the cost of living.
      Township and county budgets have been approved and the education levy has been set. Township tax revenue will 
increase by 2.44%. This is funded in part by a 0.81% growth in the township’s assessment base; the balance is funded by 
a 1.62% township tax rate increase. The county tax rate increases by 1.47% and the education levy remains unchanged. 
The combined tax rate increases by 1.28%. Because MPAC did not reassess property values for 2007, 1.28% is how 
much extra you can expect to pay. You will only see a larger increase if you built a new cottage or otherwise improved 
your property.
      Holding the increase to 1.62% is a good start by our new council. By comparison, their predecessors, during their three 
year term, increased township taxes by an average of 5.42% per year for a total increase of 17.17%.

KLA and Kingston MNR are asking anglers fishing 
on Kennebec Lake in 2007 to help gather important 
information about their fishing trips. 
1) Voluntary Creel Survey: 
     Please take a few minutes at the end of each fishing 
trip to fill in the Voluntary Creel Interview Form which 
was mailed to you by MNR early in May. One form will 
probably do you for the season; more are available.
     You can leave completed forms at the Arden Store, 
with any member of the Executive, or mail them to KLA, 
Box 14, Arden ON K0H 1B0. 
2) Fishing Activity Count:
     Boaters are needed, over the season, to count boats 
out fishing on the lake. Each count, over about 3 hours, 
are taken by boating the length of the lake on specific 
dates the times. If you think you could help one or two 
times, please call Aileen Merriam, 613 335-3589.
Information compiled from these surveys will help 
us to better understand and manage the fishery in 
our Lake.         Please help us out!

Kennebec Lake Fishery Needs Your Help!!



“
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by Aileen MerriamDID YOU KNOW...?
      Every year beautiful native orchids bloom in the Purdon Bog, in Lanark County, a short 
drive from Kennebec Lake. Walking along the boardwalks you can get up close and personal 
with literally hundreds of tall, pink and white, Showy Lady’s Slippers. The insectivorous 
Pitcher Plant also blooms there, along with many other wildflowers.
       We can thank the original landowners, the Purdon family, for preserving these orchids. 
In the 1930s Joe Purdon discovered a small group of Showy Lady’s Slippers in a wetland 
on his farm. Over many years, he protected them and encouraged them to spread.
       Today Purdon Bog is managed by Mississippi Valley Conservation, and it is open 
dawn to dusk every day from 15 May to 15 October. Signs assist us with self-guided 
tours. Interpreters are on hand in the main flowering season, from early June to mid-July.
            

       From MacDonald’s corners, north-east of Sharbot Lake, signs direct you to the Bog. 
An upper parking lot leads to wooden stairs down to the boardwalk, and to an upper lookout 
with picnic table and privies. If you can not negotiate stairs, a lower ‘accessible’ parking spot 
leads directly to the boardwalk, on which benches allow a rest while viewing the orchids. 

        A great Father’s Day outing! Be sure to take your camera!

Bloom hot-line: 613 259-2421   www.mvc.on.ca/areas/purdon/html

     Noreen and her parents, Gunda and Bernie, have a solar-powered home at the 
northeast side of Kennebec Lake. They have been cottaging here since 2002.
     Noreen is an avid kayaker, amateur photographer and musician (clarinet and 
piano). On weekends from May to October, if you get up early, you may see her 
on the lake in her red kayak. The inspiration for the winning logo is derived from a 
photo of a loon taken by Noreen on one of her early kayak outings last summer.
     She is involved with the Kennebec Lake Association as a Member-at-Large. Nor-
een created the KLA website and continues to be our Webmaster.
     Since August she has been a Director of the Friends of the Salmon River and 
acts as secretary for FSR. When not pursuing her hobbies, Noreen works as a soft-
ware quality analyst for a major Canadian software company in Ottawa.
     Her logo idea, voted the winner at the AGM last August, featured an outline of 
the Lake in the background, with a loon 
photograph superimposed on top. 
Noreen has since worked with Aileen 
Merriam to translate the idea into a 
black and white design suitable to be 
used on Kennebec Lake Association
written communications and signs. 
     Thanks Noreen, and congratulations.

Meet Noreen Dertinger 
 -Our Logo Winner 
          

 Your KLA Stewardship Committee has arranged for FOCA to bring its “Docktalk” program to Kennebec 
Lake. “Docktalk” is a community outreach program delivered by FOCA in lakeside communities. The program presents 
Community Workshops and delivers confidential, non-regulatory landowner site visits.
 KLA will be working with Barbara King, from the FOCA “Docktalk “ program, to present a Community Workshop 
at the Kennebec Recreation Hall in Arden on 11 August, 2007 at 10 a.m. On request, she will also be available to 
provide between 10 to 15 personal, one-on-one visits to individual property owners, between 11 August and 14 August. 
There is no cost for participating in a “Docktalk” visit.* 
 If you book a visit, Barbara will discuss with you the water protection issues and solutions that are specific to 
your individual waterfront needs. Each landowner visited will receive an information kit of resource materials and give-
aways that include a sample of environmentally friendly soap, native wildflower seeds and/or a FOCA drinking water 
bottle in a re-useable cloth bag. 
            The Community Workshop and the site visits are intended to provide pertinent information on: 
            •  Septic system maintenance      •  Wildlife habitat enhancement       •  Pollution prevention   
            •  Shoreline naturalization            •  Threats from invasive species      •  Erosion control and prevention
 To book a visit or to find out more about this opportunity, contact Barbara King at:
Home office   (613) 273-8174  E-mail  docktalk@foca.on.ca                Website  www.foca.on.ca
. 

Docktalk” comes to Kennebec Lake

*Docktalk is funded by: Ontario Trillium Foundation, Department of Fisheries and Oceans, and Environment Canada.
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NATURE NOTES
  
KNOCK - KNOCK
                

Our most spectacular is the large Pileated Woodpecker, known as much for its 
raucous ‘kuk-kuk-kukkuk-kukkuk’ call as for its loud drumming. Pileated wood- 
peckers create large oblong holes, often right into the heartwood of a tree,     
usually searching for carpenter ants. 
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YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER
Sphyrapicus varius  20-23 cm.
 

NORTHERN FLICKER   Colaptes auratus   32-35 cm.

DOWNY WOODPECKER
Picoides pubescens 
17-18 cm.

HAIRY WOODPECKER
Picoides villosus 21-26 cm.
The Hairy Woodpecker and the North-
ern Flicker are the two most widespread 
woodpeckers in North America. Almost 
as long as its head is 
deep, the Hairy’s bill 
is used to dig out
 wood-boring 
insects and 
their larvae. 
Also feeds on 
other insects, 
nuts, seeds 
and the wells 
drilled by the 
Sapsucker.

A large woodpecker often found on the ground in 
open spaces, foraging for ants. Flickers also rub their 
feathers with the ants to coat them with formic acid. 
Song is a bold, repeated ‘wick-er, wick-er, wick-er’  
much like a rapid Pileated call.

The Sapsucker drills 
rows of ‘wells’ into the 
bark of a ‘trapline’ 
of birches and other 
trees and drinks the 
sap that collects. In-
sects attracted to the 
sap are also eaten, as 
are berries, fruits and 
tree buds. It guards 
its drill wells from 
other birds, includ-
ing hummingbirds, and 
small mammals. 

  Often when you are out and about in the woods near Kennebec Lake, you will hear 
repeated loud or soft knocking on wood - a sure sign that one of our native woodpeckers is 
searching for insects, advertising for a mate or proclaiming territorial rights. Their distinctive 
undulating flight pattern results from several rapid shallow wing beats with short glides.

Dryocopus pileatus  41-49 cm.

Our smallest is the Downy 
Woodpecker. Its size al-
lows it to feed out to the 
tips of branches, finding 
insects, their larvae and 
eggs, or to extract larvae 
from goldenrod galls. Also 
likes seeds, nuts, berries, 
spiders and snails. Looks 
like a small Hairy, 
except for 
the short, 
stubby 
bill.

PILEATED WOODPECKER

WHO’S THERE?

Illustrations: Downy, Hairy, Flicker, Sapsucker - Keith Feasey 
                      Pileated - Aileen Merriam
Information: Birds of North America-Eastern Region, Smithsonian 
                     Handbooks; personal observations by Aileen Merriam


